
 

 

MASS TIMES 
 

Sunday                  9:00 am  

Sun Vietnamese Community 11:30 am 

Sun Syro- Malabar Comm 7.00 am, 1.45 pm & 
5.30 pm 

Monday   8.00am 

(Liturgy of the Word & Communion)   

Tuesday to Thursday 8.00am 

Friday   9.00am   

Saturday   9.00am 

Saturday Vigil Mass  5.30pm 

Public Holidays  9:00am 

Confession/Reconciliation:  
Saturdays 9.45am onwards or by appointment 
 

SACRAMENTS / DEVOTIONS 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:  
 Fri & Sat 8.00am 

Divine Mercy prayer:  Friday 8.30am         
Rosary:   Saturday 8.30am 

Novena:   Saturday 9.25am  
(Our Lady of Perpetual Help) 

Pastoral Council Chairman: Leonard Casey 

Parish Office Administrator: Bambi Lee 
Phone: 579-5458 
Email: icpellerslie@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Tue to Friday  9:00am -1:00 pm 
Hall Hire: 579-5458 

St. Mary’s Catholic School:  
Principal: Mrs. Sue Kubala  
Website: http://www.stmary.school.nz/ 
Ph: 09-579 8937 
 
 

Parish Priest:  66 Main Highway,  

Fr. Joseph V.J., C.Ss.R  Ellerslie, Auckland NZ 

Assistant Parish Priest:  (09) 579-5458 

Fr. Sijo John, C.Ss.R icpellerslie@gmail.com 

Vietnamese Comm: www.ellersliecatholic.org.nz 

Mr. Tu Ngo 021851746  https://www.facebook.com/icpellerslie 

Last week’s collection (Inc. AP) $ 2313.70 

Thank you so much for your generosity. 

Immaculate Conception Parish  

BNZ 02-0108-0706777-00 

 

MASS ROSTER 

 
If you would like to be removed from the Mass rosters OR like new roles, please contact Andy.  

Please refer to the One Drive file for updates and any changes.  

IF you would like to volunteer for Mass, or roster changes, please email Parish Office and Andy Tibbitts 

andytibbittsnz@outlook.com 
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OUR LADY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 

The 3rd Sunday of Ord Time 24 / 25 January 2026 

The Parish is served by Redemptorist 
Missionaries 

www.cssr.com, www.cssr.org.au 
 

We welcome any visitors and new parishioners to our 
parish. If you would like to register, forms are available 
in the foyer or send an email to icpellerslie@gmail.com 
for the form. 

 

 

Mass Readings 

1st Reading:  

Is 8:23 - 9:3: In 

the Galilean 

country, the 

people have seen 

a great light. 

Resp Psalm.  

Ps 26:1, 4, 13-14: 

R. The Lord is 

my light and my 

salvation. 

2nd Reading:  

1 Cor 1:10-13, 

17: I appeal to 

you, my brothers 

and sisters, make 

up the 

differences 

between you. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Jesus preached 

the Good News 

of the kingdom 

and healed all 

who were sick. 

Alleluia! (Mt 4:23) 

Gospel: 

Mt 4:12-23: He 

went to 

Capernaum, that 

the prophecy of 

Isaiah be fulfilled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The arrival of the light 

In an Alpine valley so deep that the sun vanishes for weeks during 

winter, a priest once saw schoolchildren cheer with pure joy at a single, 

sudden ray of light. Even without touching their skin, that lone beam 

transformed the atmosphere of the room. This serves as a powerful 

metaphor for the arrival of Jesus, whom St. Matthew described as a 

"great light" dawning upon a world dwelling in the shadow of death. 

Jesus declared himself the "Light of the World," offering a source of 

hope that has echoed through the centuries. His luminous goodness 

was most visible in his encounters with the marginalized: sinners found 

the light of mercy, outcasts found acceptance, and the sick found well-

being. He moved through the world as a beacon, turning the darkness 

of human suffering into the radiance of God’s love. 

However, not everyone welcomed this light; some chose to remain in 

the shadows. This is why Jesus began his ministry with a call to 

repentance—an invitation to acknowledge our own darkness and open 

ourselves to the truth. To accept his message is to step out of the gloom 

and allow the light of the Kingdom of Heaven to change our 

perspective and our lives. 

The light of Christ was not a brief flash in history, but a flame that 

continues to shine today. We are called not just to bask in this light 

while in church, but to carry it like a lantern into a dark world. By living 

as "children of the light" through goodness and right living, we 

transition from being people who merely see the light to being a source 

of light for others.   

 

McCarthy Flor, New Sunday and Holy Day Liturgies Year A Dominican Publications 2013 
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Please pray for those who are sick, especially:  

Evelyn Leech, Andy Tibbits, Fran Duncan, Dolores Custodio, Margaret Burke, Daniel Bridge, Wilma 
Smith, Catherine Ng, Edward Salvatore Fleming, Lily Chua, Carrie Canapi, Valerian Luis, Joan Luis, 
George Tooman, Gary Chen, Rowena Edgeworth, Alvyne Rose R. Eslava, Connee Robertson, Josie 
Pearson and all those recovering from surgery or needing our prayers. 

We remember those who have died and for all those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

Sydney Coles, David Gamble, Sybil Halloran, John Robertson, Michael Mullin, Anthony Marino, Mary 
Turnock, Kevin Forde, Hazel Hill, Mary C McMullee, Rev. Fr. Desmond McMullen, John Radcliffe, 
Dick Hull, Fr. John Mutch, Sis. Patricia Hackett, Frank Sullivan, Card. Reginald Delargey, Lucy 
McCarthy, George Hill, John Mulqueen, Keith Farquhar, Morgan Pond, Elizabeth Loftus, Sis. Clotilde, 
Eileen Flynn, Colin O'Brien, John Wyatt, Hannah Murphy, Mary McCarthy, Margaret Blanchfield, Neil 
Morris their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace.  

For additions or amendments, please e-mail the Office 

St Michael’s Troops 

Saturday| 7 February 2026 

Do you long for authentic 
brotherhood and a space to grow 
deeper in faith alongside other 
men? St Michael’s Troops is an 
event for men aged 18-35 seeking 
strength, discipline, and purpose 
rooted in Christ. This morning 
event in Auckland includes Mass 
and formation, physical activity, 
and a shared BBQ. 

Join us and bring a mate.  

Register now 
at kingdomfitnz.com  

Early bird - $25.00 

Lenten Retreat at the Home of 

Compassion 
Take time to pause, reflect, and renew your 
spirit this Lent. Join us for 2 days of prayer, 
quiet, and guided reflection in a peaceful 
setting. This retreat offers space to deepen 
your relationship with God and prepare your 
heart in the season of Lent. 

What to expect: 
• Mass, prayer, and spiritual direction (Opt.) 
• Guided reflections. 
• Time for silence and personal 
contemplation. 
• Beautiful surroundings for rest & renewal. 
When: Thurs 19 Feb – Fri 20 Feb 
Where: Our Lady's Home of Compassion,  
2 Rhine St, Island Bay, Wellington 6023 
rebecca.taylorhunt@compassion.org.nz 
(Suggested koha of $60.00 per day, or 

   

 

   

 

  

   

Praise in the Park 
All are welcome to join many Auckland 
Catholic and Chrsitian believers at our 
outdoor event, which will include music, 
Gospel proclamation, personal stories, and 
Eucharistic Adoration. This outdoor event 
will bring hope and joy to all who come by. 
Please bring yourselves and families to help 
bring the light of Jesus to those who may not 
have hope. There will be prayer ministry and 
information stalls. 

Date: 15 February 2026 
Where: Selwyn Domain, along Mission Bay. 
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm - Praise and Worship, 
including a mix of contemporary and well-
known Christian music, interwoven with 
personal stories and the gospel message. 
5:30 pm – 6:00 pm - A time of Adoration, 
accompanied by traditional Catholic hymns, 
offering space for reflection and encounter 
with Christ. 

For more details and parking information 
visit praiseinthepark.nz or contact Engelbert 
on engelbert.dsouza@yahoo.com 

New Zealand Catholic Medical 

Association (NZCMA)Retreat 

and Seminar 

The New Zealand Catholic Medical 

Association provides community, 

support and chaplaincy for those 

involved in health care in Aotearoa. 

The association welcomes doctors, 

nurses, midwives, carers, 

pharmacists, physiotherapists, 

psychologists, dentists, health 

administrators, counsellors, social 

workers, chaplains, lawyers, and 

anyone in allied roles. The next 

nationwide event is a retreat and 

seminar at the St Francis Friary & 

Retreat Centre, Auckland on March 

20 and 21. For more information or 

to register, visit 

https://bit.ly/NZCMA2026 or email 

newzealandcatholicmedical@gmail.co

m 
Parish News 

Alpha Programme 2026 – Tues| 17 Feb | 6.30pm| Parish Hall 
Alpha isn't a classroom. It’s a meal, a short film, and a chat. There is no pressure, 
no follow-up if they don't come back, and absolutely no charge. It is the safest, 

easiest way to introduce someone to the community we have here. 

We are launching our first 2026 Alpha Course on Tuesday 17 Feb @6.30pm in our 

Parish Hall, and we want to try something different this time. We aren't just 

asking you to attend; we are inviting you to bring someone along.  Invitation 

brochures are in the foyer. Please take two—one for you, and one for that person 

you’ve been thinking about. Let’s share a meal and see what happens! 

ICP Carpark Fundraiser – Progress Update 
Thank you to our parishioners and the Vietnamese community for your 

generosity. 

Project cost: $93,763.69 (incl. GST) 

Raised so far: $14,600 

If you would like to support this project, donations can be made via: 

• Online banking: Immaculate Conception Ellerslie 

 Acct: 02-0108-0706777-000 | Ref: Car Park 

• Givealittle: Scan the QR code or visit our Givealittle page 

• Special envelopes: Available at the back of the church or via the parish 

office 

Thank you for helping us care for and steward our parish home. 

Youth Fundraiser – Jubilee Candle Sales Update 
The Youth group raised a total of $2481.99 from the Jubilee Candle sales last year. Thank you for all those 

that bought the Youth Candles last year. Those of you who are interested to participate or lead in Youth 

fundraisers for their South Korean 2027 World Youth trip, please do not hesitate to contact Taiaopo 

Lafaele taiaopo774@gmail.com 

Kids Korner 

Interested in Gospel activity 
for your kids? Click below: 

* 3rd Sunday of Ord Time 

* God is calling you by Name 

 

 

 

2026 Sacramental Programme 
Registration is now closed. 
Refer to Parish website for 

the schedule.  

UPCOMING DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

25th Jan – The Conversion of St Paul 

26th Jan – Auckland Anniversary Day 

Mass @ 9.00am 

2nd Feb – The Presentation of the 

Lord 

4th Feb – St Mary School term begins 

6th Feb – Waitangi Day Mass @ 9am 

 

 

Parish Activities 

To foster community, spiritual 

growth, and shared fellowship, 

please come along to our small 

group activities that we have 

in this parish:- 

Alpha Programme 
Graeme White 

alphaellersliecatholic 
@gmail.com 

Baptism Course (<7yo) 
Graeme White  

Baptism.ICP@gmail.com 

Divine Mercy Novena 
Group – Sheila D'Souza 

celinsheilds@gmail.com 

Faith Sharing Group  
icpellerslie@gmail.com 

Food Bank Delivery  
Lenora Foliaki 

lenorafoliaki@gmail.com 

Marian Mothers Grp  
Anne Casey 

tradebox.annecasey 
@yahoo.co.nz 

Parish History Group 
Claudia Forycki 

cforycki@water.co.nz 

Jnr & Snr Youth Group 
Taiaopo Lafaele  

taiaopo774@gmail.com 

RCI and Sacramental Prog 
Theresa Stowers 
Theresa_Stowers 
@hotmail.com 

Safeguarding Complaints 
Ian Mccombe 

Complains.ICP@gmail.com 

 

Planning to get Married? 

The Auckland 
Catholic Diocese has an 

approved Marriage 
Preparation course for 

couples. Book your course 
early – 1 yr for NZ, 18 mths 

for overseas weddings. 
Register and Book HERE: 

https://www.aucklandcathol
ic.org.nz/discipleship/our-

courses/ 
For more info, contact 

Gerry Gerrys@cda.org.nz 
M:021 0224 7442 

FOR SALE 
Columban Art calendars - 

$13.00 
Available to purchase from Parish Office 

CARPARK CLOSURE NOTICE (27 - 30TH Jan 2026) 

Due to bad weather last week, the car park resurfacing work will start this coming  

Tuesday 27th Jan to 30th Jan. We kindly request that you park on the roadside if you 

are attending morning Mass during this period. 

https://www.kingdomfitnz.com/event-details/st-michaels-troops-christchurch
mailto:engelbert.dsouza@yahoo.com
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