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Mass Readings 

1st Reading:  

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14: 
Whoever fears the 
Lord honours his 

parents. 

Resp Psalm.  

Ps 127:1-5: R. 
Happy are those 

who fear the Lord 
and walk in his 

ways. 

2nd Reading:  

Col 3:12-21: 
Concerning the 

Christian life in the 
world. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the peace of 
Christ rule in your 

hearts, and the 
fullness of his 

message live within 
you. Alleluia! (Col 

3:15, 16) 

Gospel:  

Mt 2:13-15, 19-
23: Take the 
child and his 

mother, and flee 
to Egypt. 

Parents and children 

This Sunday’s First Reading offers a commentary on the Fourth 
Commandment, "Honor your father and your mother," a duty that 
encompasses three essential elements. The first is the obligation of parents 
to love and protect their children, as exemplified by Mary and Joseph. In 
their flight to Egypt and subsequent return to Nazareth, they uprooted 
their lives to ensure the safety of Jesus, providing a nurturing environment 
where he could grow in wisdom and favor with God. 

The second element is the obligation of children to respect and obey their 
parents. For thirty years in Nazareth, Jesus remained subject to Mary and 
Joseph, growing quietly in their care. This period underscores the 
profound power of the family; the influence of holy parents like Mary and 
Joseph helped shape the human life of Christ. Their example reminds us 
that the home is the most significant influence on a person’s character and 
spiritual maturity. 

The third and final element focuses on the responsibility of adult children 
to care for their aging parents. This is particularly relevant in a modern 
world where the elderly are often marginalized. As Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) 
teaches, kindness shown to parents is a high virtue that God accepts as 
atonement for sin. We owe our lives to our parents, and ensuring they live 
their final years with dignity is a sacred duty that reflects our gratitude for 
their lifelong sacrifices. 

The Holy Family remains our model even in the face of death. As Jesus 
hung on the cross, his final thoughts were of his mother’s welfare, as he 
entrusted her to the care of his disciple, John. While caring for one's own 
kin can be demanding and difficult, it is our first and holiest duty. By 
serving our families with patience and compassion, we serve God himself. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

From 26th Dec till 4th Jan  - Mass is at 9.00am daily. 

Weekday mass resumed at 8.00am from 5th Jan 

1st Jan –New Years Mass @ 9.00am 

5th Jan – The Epiphany of the Lord 

12th Jan – The Baptism of the Lord 

25th Jan – The Conversion of St Paul 

27th Jan – Auckland Anniversary 

PARISH NOTICES 

Daily Morning Mass: From Dec 25th to Jan 4th, 
Morning Mass will be celebrated at 9.00 am. 

Daily. Regular Mass times will resume on January 
5th. 

Parish Office will be closed for the Christmas 
break from 25th December to 12th January 2026. 

New Year Day Mass: Wednesday at 9.00 am. 

No Mass Roster in January. If you would like to 
assist in our Mass rosters, please contact Andy. 
Next roster to arrange and distributed end of Jan. 

Fundraiser – ICP Carpark Appeal  
After 30 years, our car park needs a complete 
replacement to ensure the safety of our parishioners 
and St Mary’s School children. The estimated total 
cost of this project is $93,763.69 (including GST). 
Please consider a "Christmas Gift" to help us secure 
our parish grounds for the next generation. All 
donations are eligible for a 33% tax credit. If you 
would like to support this project, you can donate 
via one of the following options: 

1. ONLINE BANKING:  
Account name – Immaculate Conception Ellerslie| 

Account number – 02-0108-0706777-000 

Particulars - YOUR NAME 
Code – YOUR CONTACT NUMBER 
Reference – CAR PARK  

(If you would like a tax receipt, please email your 
payment confirmation to: icpellerslie@gmail.com 
and include your full name and contact number). 

(Cont…) 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:  

Evelyn Leech, Andy Tibbits, Fran Duncan, Dolores 
Custodio, Margaret Burke, Daniel Bridge, Wilma 
Smith, Catherine Ng, Edward Salvatore Fleming, Lily 
Chua, Carrie Canapi, Valerian Luis, Joan Luis, 
George Tooman, Gary Chen, Rowena Edgeworth, 
Alvyne Rose R. Eslava, Connee Robertson, Josie 
Pearson and all those recovering or needing our 
prayers. 

We remember those who have died and for all those 
whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

Minnie Shields, Winnie Ben, Margaret Te Ahuru, 
Delia Fix, Phyllis Spick, Andrew Lockhart, Maggie 
Elsie Brown, Maude Bacon, Bridget Coyrie, Henry 
Berkhout, Raul Del Castillo Jnr., Desmond C 
Armstrong, Eileen R Walsh, Paea Havea, Jennifer 
R Fewtrell, William Forde, Mildred Cadman, Bill 
Tate, Mary Te Anura, Des Armstrong, Alice Martin, 
Winifried A O'Reilly, Jane McNamata, Evelyn Gore, 
Basilisa Garena, Margaret Pamela, Frances A 
Austin, Molly Harding (Moore), Alfred Piccinello, 
Glendivine C Dobbs, Kathleen M Selkirk, Margaret 
Garvey, Elizabith McDonnell, Thomas Brett, John 
McInnarney, Mabel Mellana, Joseph Noakes, 
Alexander White their souls and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, rest in peace.  

   

 

 

2. GIVE-A-LITTLE PAGE: You can also donate 
securely via our Givealittle page: 
https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/a-welcome-mat-for-
our-church-and-school 
Givealittle will 
automatically provide a 
tax receipt for your 
donation. 

3. SPECIAL ENVELOPES: 
Envelopes are provided at 
the back of the church 
specifically for the car park 
fundraiser. You may return  
your donation envelope during the parish offertory 
collection or drop it off at the parish office. 

We aim to commence the work during the school holidays, 
most likely on January 20, 2026. We look forward to your 

generous support of this project and thank you for your 
commitment to stewarding our parish home. 

       The Parish is served by Redemptorist Missionaries 
www.cssr.com, www.cssr.org.au 

 

We welcome any visitors and new parishioners to our parish. If you would like to register, forms are available 
in the foyer or send an email to icpellerslie@gmail.com for the form. 
 

Last week’s collection (Inc. AP) $2080.50  
Thank you so much for your generosity. 

Account Name: Immaculate Conception Ellerslie  

02-0108-0706777-000 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the Parish of Immaculate Conception Ellerslie are God’s 
people seeking God’s purposes and fulfilling them through service, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 

assisted through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin 

 

Date Change | PRAISE IN THE PARK will now be held 
on Sunday, 15 Feb 2026 (4 – 6pm) following local event 
scheduling coordination. Rain date: Saturday, 21 Feb. 

Venue: Selwyn Domain, 48-56 Tamaki Drive, Mission Bay 
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