
 

 
       The Parish is served by Redemptorist Missionaries 

www.cssr.com, www.cssr.org.au 
 

We welcome any visitors and new parishioners to our parish. If you would like to register, forms are 
available in the foyer or send an email to icpellerslie@gmail.com for the form. 
 

 

Parish Priest:  66 Main Highway,  

Fr. Joseph V.J., C.Ss.R  Ellerslie, Auckland NZ 

Assistant Parish Priest:  (09) 579-5458 

Fr. Sijo John, C.Ss.R icpellerslie@gmail.com 

Vietnamese Comm: www.ellersliecatholic.org.nz 

Mr. Tu Ngo 021851746  https://www.facebook.com/icpellerslie 

  

   CHRISTMAS Eve/ Midnight/ Day 24 / 25 Dec 2024 

The Gift o Emmanuel 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

As we celebrate the birth of our Saviour, our hearts are filled with joy and 

gratitude for each of you. Christmas is the feast of Emmanuel, "God with us." In 

the quiet stillness of the Bethlehem stable, we find the answer to the world's 

deepest longings: a God who loves us so much that He chose to share in our 

human journey. This holy season invites us to pause and marvel at the mystery 

of the Incarnation—that the King of Kings came to us as a vulnerable child, 

bringing a light that the darkness can never overcome. 

Looking back on this past year, we are moved by the many ways the Holy 

Spirit has been active in our parish. We have seen Christ’s love in your 
devotion to the Eucharist, your commitment to the parish, and your generosity 

to those in need. Our parish is not just a building, but a living family of faith, 

and we are deeply humbled to serve as your pastors and walk this path of 

discipleship alongside you. 

As you gather with family and friends to celebrate, our prayer is that the peace 

of the Child Jesus fills your homes. May the simplicity of the manger remind us 

that the greatest gifts—faith, hope, and love—cannot be bought in a store, but 

are found in our relationship with God and one another. 

On behalf of the parish community, we wish you all a blessed and Merry 

Christmas and a New Year filled with God’s abundant grace. 
Kind regards, 

Frs. Joseph VJ and Sijo John 
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MASS TIMES 
 

Sunday   9:00 am 

Sun Vietnamese Community 11:30 am 

Sun Syro- Malabar Comm 7.00 am, 2:00 pm & 
5.00 pm 

Monday   8.00am 

(Liturgy of the Word & Communion)   

Tuesday to Thursday 8.00am 

Friday   9.00am   

Saturday   9.00am 

Saturday Vigil Mass  5.30pm 

Public Holidays  9:00am 

Confession/Reconciliation:  
Saturdays 9.45am onwards or by appointment 
 
 

SACRAMENTS / DEVOTIONS 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:  
 Fri & Sat 8.00am 

Divine Mercy prayer:  Friday 8.30am         
Rosary:   Saturday 8.30am 

Novena:   Saturday 9.25am  
(Our Lady of Perpetual Help) 

Pastoral Council Chairperson: Leonard 
Casey 

Parish Office Administrator: Bambi Lee 
Phone: 579-5458 
Email: icpellerslie@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Tue to Friday  9:00am -1:00 pm 
Hall Hire:  Ph. 579-5458 

St. Mary’s Catholic School:  
Principal: Mrs. Sue Kubala  
Website: http://www.stmary.school.nz/ 
Ph: 09-579 8937 
 

THERE IS NO ASSIGNED ROSTER IN JANUARY 2026 
Refer to previous pgae for details of need and email the Parish Office and Andy Tibbitts andytibbittsnz@outlook.com 

As each has received a gift, employ it for one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace.  

1 Peter 4:10 (RSV) 

 

Account Name: Immaculate Conception Ellerslie  
02-0108-0706777-000 

Thank you so much for your generosity. 

A 

OUR LADY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

29th Dec – Feast of the Holy Family 

1st Jan - New Year Day;  

Mary, the Mother of 

God.Mass @9am 

5th Jan –The Epiphany of the Lord 

12th Jan – The Baptism of the Lord 

25th Jan – The Conversion of St Paul 

27th Jan – Auckland Anniversary Day 

 Christmas Eve Mass Readings 

1st Reading:  

Is 62:1-5: The Lord takes delight in you. 

Resp Psalm.  

Ps 88:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29: R. For ever I will sing the 

goodness of the Lord. 

2nd Reading:  

Acts 13:16-17, 22-25: Paul spoke of Christ, the 

son of David. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Tomorrow the wickedness of the 

earth will be destroyed: the Saviour of the world 

will be our king. Alleluia! 

Gospel:  

Mt 1:18-25: A genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son 

of David. 

Midnight Mass Readings 

1st Reading:  

Is 9:1-7: A son is given to us. 
Resp Psalm.  

Ps 95:1-3, 11-13: R. Today is born our 

Saviour, Christ the Lord. 
2nd Reading:  

Titus 2:11-14: God's grace has been 

revealed to all people. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Good News and great joy 

to all the world: today is born our Saviour, 

Christ the Lord. Alleluia! (Lk 2:10-11) 
Gospel:  

Lk 2:1-14: Today a saviour has been born 

for you. 

 
 Christmas Morning Mass Readings 

1st Reading:  

Is 52:7-10: All the ends of the earth shall see the saving power of our 

God. 
Resp Psalm:  

Ps 97:1-6: R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of 

God. 
2nd Reading:  

Heb 1:1-6: In our own time, God speaks to us through his Son. 

Alleluia, alleluia! A holy day has dawned upon us. 

Come you nations and adore the Lord. Today a great light has come 

upon the earth. Alleluia! 

Gospel:  
Jn 1:1-18: The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

saw his glory. 

MASS VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 

Altar Servers, Communion ministers, Commentator, Musicians, 

Ministers of the Word and Communion help required for  

New Years Day and January Masses 
IF you can assist, please email Theresa  Stowers - 

theresa_stowers@hotmail.com  
OR Andy Tibbits –andytibbittsnz@outlook.com 

Planning a new years resolution? 

Why not consider volunteering at our Parish in 2026? 

There are lots roles for during or pre Mass to fill (i.e. 
Offertory,Church cleaning, Flower arrangements, Hospitality, Altar 

service, Music etc…) If interested, contact Theresa Stowers and 

Andy T. 

OR Come help out with the Children’s Ministry (Anne 

tradebox.annecasey@yahoo.co.nz) OR the Sacramental 
programme that begins in Feb 2026 (Judy - 

judymacmen@gmail.com) 

  

 

 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:  
Evelyn Leech, Andy Tibbits, Fran Duncan, Dolores Custodio, Margaret Burke, Daniel Bridge, 
Wilma Smith, Catherine Ng, Edward Salvatore Fleming, Lily Chua, Carrie Canapi, Valerian Luis, 
Joan Luis, George Tooman, Gary Chen, Rowena Edgeworth, Alvyne Rose R. Eslava, Connee 
Robertson, Josie Pearson and all those recovering from surgery or needing our prayers. 

We remember those who have died and for all those whose anniversaries occur at this 
time: 
Rosa Christmann, Michael Cahalan, Annie Williams, Wally Marsk; Fred Fitze, Humphrey Lynch, 
Herbert Jeth, Corazon Benemerito; Maude Jones, Margaret Leah, Harry Hill, Bill McNamara 
their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace. For additions or 
amendments, please e-mail Office  

PARISH NOTICES 
WEEKDAY MASSES: Morning Mass 

will be celebrated at 9.00 am. Daily 

from 26th Dec to 4th Jan. It will 

resume at 8.00 from 5th Jan 

PARISH OFFICE IS CLOSED from 25th 

Dec to 12th January 2025. 

Parish Activities 

To foster community, spiritual 

growth, and shared fellowship, 

please come along to our small 

group activities that we have in 

this parish:- 

Alpha Programme 

Graeme White 

alphaellersliecatholic 

@gmail.com 

Baptism Course (<7yo) 

Graeme White 

Baptism.ICP@gmail.com 

Divine Mercy Novena 

Group – Sheila D'Souza 

celinsheilds@gmail.com 

Faith Sharing Group  

icpellerslie@gmail.com 

Food Bank Delivery  

Lenora Foliaki 

lenorafoliaki@gmail.com 

Marian Mothers Grp  

Anne Casey 

tradebox.annecasey 

@yahoo.co.nz 

Parish History Group 

Claudia Forycki 

cforycki@water.co.nz 

Jnr & Snr Youth Group 

Taiaopo Lafaele 

taiaopo774@gmail.com 

RCI and Sacramental Prog 

Theresa Stowers 

Theresa_Stowers 

@hotmail.com 

Safeguarding Complaints 

Ian Mccombe 

Complains.ICP@gmail.com 

 

Fundraiser Appear – ICP Parish Carpark Resealing 

After more than 30 years of service, our parish car park has reached the end 

of its life and requires a complete replacement to ensure the safety of our 

parishioners and St Mary’s School children. The estimated total cost of this 

project is $93,763.69 (including GST), of which St Mary’s School will cover 
20%.  

This Advent, we invite you to consider a special "Christmas Gift" to the parish 

to help us raise the remaining $75,000. Just as the Holy Family sought a safe 

place to rest, your contribution will remove "stumbling blocks" for all who 

come to our church, ensuring our grounds remain welcoming for the next 

generation. Donations (over $5) are eligible for a 33% tax credit. 

If you would like to support this project, you can donate via one of the 

following options: 

1. ONLINE BANKING:  

Account name – Immaculate Conception Ellerslie 

Account number – 02-0108-0706777-000  

Particulars – YOUR NAME 

Code – YOUR CONTACT NUMBER 

Reference – CAR PARK 

(If you would like a tax receipt, please email your payment confirmation to: 

icpellerslie@gmail.com and include your full name and contact number). 

2. GIVEALITTLE PAGE: You can also donate securely via our 

Givealittle page: https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/a-welcome-

mat-for-our-church-and-school (or click on QR Code here) 

Givealittle will automatically provide a tax receipt for your donation. 

3. SPECIAL ENVELOPES: Envelopes are provided at the back of the 

church specifically for the car park fundraiser. You may return your 

donation envelope during the parish offertory collection or drop it off at 

the parish office. 

We aim to commence the work during the school holidays, most likely on 20th 

January, 2026. We look forward to your generous support of this project and 

thank you for your commitment to stewarding our parish home. Please visit 

the parish website for more details. 

 

Closing Mass of the Year of Jubilee 

Sunday| 4 January 2026 | 11.00am | Cathedral of 
St Patrick and St Joseph. Bishop Steve invites 
everyone to come celebrate. All are welcome.  

mailto:andytibbittsnz@outlook.com
mailto:tradebox.annecasey@yahoo.co.nz
mailto:judymacmen@gmail.com
mailto:icpellerslie@gmail.com
https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/a-welcome-mat-for-our-church-and-school
https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/a-welcome-mat-for-our-church-and-school

