
 

 

MASS TIMES 
 

Sunday                  9:00 am  

Sun Vietnamese Community 11:30 am 

Sun Syro- Malabar Comm 7.00 am, 1.45 pm & 
5.30 pm 

Monday   8.00am 

(Liturgy of the Word & Communion)   

Tuesday to Thursday 8.00am 

Friday   9.00am   

Saturday   9.00am 

Saturday Vigil Mass  5.30pm 

Public Holidays  9:00am 

Confession/Reconciliation:  
Saturdays 9.45am onwards or by appointment 
 

SACRAMENTS / DEVOTIONS 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:  
 Fri & Sat 8.00am 

Divine Mercy prayer:  Friday 8.30am         
Rosary:   Saturday 8.30am 

Novena:   Saturday 9.25am  
(Our Lady of Perpetual Help) 

Pastoral Council Chairman: Leonard Casey 

Parish Office Administrator: Bambi Lee 
Phone: 579-5458 
Email: icpellerslie@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Tue to Friday  9:00am -1:00 pm 
Hall Hire: 579-5458 

St. Mary’s Catholic School:  
Principal: Mrs. Sue Kubala  
Website: http://www.stmary.school.nz/ 
Ph: 09-579 8937 
 
 

Parish Priest:  66 Main Highway,  

Fr. Joseph V.J., C.Ss.R  Ellerslie, Auckland NZ 

Assistant Parish Priest:  (09) 579-5458 

Fr. Sijo John, C.Ss.R icpellerslie@gmail.com 

Vietnamese Comm: www.ellersliecatholic.org.nz 

Mr. Tu Ngo 021851746  https://www.facebook.com/icpellerslie 

Last week’s collection (Inc. AP) $1940.70  

Total Youth ICP Candle sales $2187.00 

Thank you so much for your generosity. 

Immaculate Conception Parish  

BNZ 02-0108-0706777-00 

MASS ROSTER 
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OUR LADY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 

1st Sunday of Advent 29 / 30 Nov 2025 

 

The Parish is served by Redemptorist 
Missionaries 

www.cssr.com, www.cssr.org.au 
 

We welcome any visitors and new parishioners to our 
parish. If you would like to register, forms are available 
in the foyer or send an email to icpellerslie@gmail.com 
for the form. 

 

Mass 

Readings 

1st Reading:  

Is 2:1-5: The 

Lord will gather 

all nations in 

eternal peace in 

the kingdom of 

God. 

Resp Psalm:  

Ps 121:1-2, 4-5, 

6-9: R. Let us go 

rejoicing to the 

house of the 

Lord  

2nd Reading:  

Rom 13:11-14: 

The time has 

come, our 

salvation is 

near. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Lord, show us 

your mercy and 

love, and grant 

us your 

salvation. 

Alleluia! (Ps 

84:8) 

Gospel: 

Mt 24:37-44: 

Stay awake, you 

must be ready. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent's Wake-Up Call: Don't Just Be Awake, Be Alive! 

This Sunday's readings deliver a powerful wake-up call, urging us not just to 

be awake, but to truly stay awake. St. Paul reminds us that we must "wake up 

now" from sleep. However, simply being awake is not enough. We can be 

physically alert yet spiritually half-alive, lacking genuine awareness, 

understanding, or vision for the life God has given us. Advent issues a spiritual 

summons, reminding us that true spirituality begins with waking up to the 

fullness of life. 

Our attitude each morning sets the tone for the entire day. Sometimes we rise 

with joyful anticipation and are thankful for the new opportunities it brings—
a chance to continue a task, begin something new, or repair a past neglect. 

Other times, we may greet the day with apathy or dread, especially if life feels 

empty or monotonous. Facing the day with enthusiasm brings energy and joy; 

facing it with indifference puts us at a severe handicap, preventing us from 

engaging fully in the tasks and relationships ahead. 

Advent's awakening power challenges us to become spiritually attentive. To 

be spiritually awake means to be open, receptive, vigilant, and active—
attentive to both God and others. Jesus calls us to be "watchers," not 

"sleepers." Being a sleeper is easy, but it means wasting the precious gift of 

life. Being a watcher is harder, but infinitely more rewarding: it means being 

alert, concerned, active, and interested. In short, to be a watcher is to be 

responsible for how we live and love. 

As we begin a new liturgical year, we are reminded that time is passing 

rapidly. We shall pass through this world but once. This is why we must "seize 

the day" and not defer or neglect any good we can do for another human 

being. Let us answer Advent's wake-up call with courage, knowing we have 

everything to gain by choosing to be fully and spiritually alive. 

McCarthy Flor, New Sunday and Holy Day Liturgies Year A  

Dominican Publications 2013 

mailto:icpellerslie@gmail.com
http://www.stmary.school.nz/
mailto:icpellerslie@gmail.com
http://www.ellersliecatholic.org.nz/
mailto:icpellerslie@gmail.com


 

 

UPCOMING DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

30th Nov – 1st Sunday of Advent 

6th Dec – Parish Working Bee @ 

10.30 am – 1.30 pm 

14th Dec – Parish FEAST Day         

Mass @ 10.00 am. 

18th Dec – Advent Reconciliation 

@7.00 pm 

 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:  

Evelyn Leech, Andy Tibbits, Fran Duncan, Dolores Custodio, Margaret Burke, Daniel Bridge, Wilma 
Smith, Catherine Ng, Edward Salvatore Fleming, Lily Chua, Carrie Canapi, Valerian Luis, Joan Luis, 
George Tooman, Gary Chen, Rowena Edgeworth, Alvyne Rose R. Eslava, Connee Robertson, Josie 
Pearson and all those recovering from surgery or needing our prayers. 

We remember those who have died and for all those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

Maurice Cronin, Reader Young, Dorothy Edkins, Fr. Price, Larry Wiggins, Norman Holland, Astolfo 
Muniz, Alice Reinhard, Kath McKinstrey, Nonem M Phillips, Mary McKay, Stewart Van Horn, Elsie 
Clarke, Des Cahalan, Marion Emmerton, Chris Armstron, John Murphy, Eileen McIntyre, Marj Murray, 
Josie Bayangan, Dick Brodie, Alice Colvin, Alexia Pou, Stephen Dobbs, Jade M Madrisa, Nerissa 
Darby, Ellen Burn, Fred Crocker, Lawrence Hall, Mary Miller, Mabel Hern, Olive Louse Dobbs, Monica 
M Barnaby, Mons. Huia Hyde, Tom Hoore, Ian Mooney, Finav Havea, Daniel Forbes, Imelda de 
Thierry, Eric Roberts, Ray Jillings, Arlene Cosme, Sarah Fitzgerald, Teresa Lindberg, Annie Dilger, 
Robert Bantin, Kevin Cameron their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace. 
For additions or amendments, please e-mail the Office 

It is thanks to the compassion and 

care of your parishioners that the 

Foundation can continue to partner 

with extraordinary agencies such as 

St Vincent de Paul, De Paul House, 

Monte Cecilia Housing Trust, 

Catholic Social Services and 

Mother of Divine Mercy Refuge 

and more, who support our 

vulnerable, disadvantaged, and 

marginalised with such mana and 

dignity. 

In the build up to Christmas, we 

know that more families will be 

seeking help to provide the basics 

and at a time when families should 

be looking forward to the blessing of 

Christmas, the Foundation receives 

an increase in requests for support. 

How you can help us, help them 

Go to 
https://www.caringfoundation.org.nz 

Call (09) 360 3012 or email 

annmariep@caringfoundation.org.nz 

FOR SALE 
Columban Art calendars - $13.00 

Bible Diaries - $20.00 
Available to purchase from Parish Office 

CELEBRATION MASS  
Sunday | 7th December|  4:30pm| St 

Patrick’s Cathedral 

This special event marks the end of our 
year-long journey with the young leaders 
of the Diocese of Auckland. We are 
excited to celebrate the many ways they 
have served in 2025. 
At this mass, we are excited to present 
the Tu Kahikatea Awards. These awards 
recognize young people who have made 
an outstanding contribution in the 
Diocese. Bishop Steve Lowe will 
celebrate the mass, present the Awards, 
and give a special blessing to all our 
youth and young adult ministry 
leaders.  Young leaders, make sure you 
don’t miss it!  All are welcome at this 
celebration! Bring your whānau, your 
friends, and your wider faith community 
as we mark the conclusion of an amazing 
year of ministry. 
 

Thank you for supporting 

Bishop Steve’s Caring 
Foundation 

Thank you so much for your parish’s 
generosity in support of the mahi of 

the Caring Foundation during this 

challenging year. 

 

   

 

 

   

 

  

   

Parish News 

Advent Wreath Blessing 
If you have an Advent wreath to be blessed, bring it to mass this weekend. 

2026 Sacramental Programme  
Online registrations for the Sacramental Programme in our parish, along with an information 

sheet, are available on our Parish website. Registrations will close when capacity is 

reached. The Parent Information Session will be held on Sunday, November 30th, 2025, 

from 10.15 – 11.15 am. 

Mass on Mondays There will be Mass in our church on Mondays during Advent at 8:00 AM. All are 

encouraged to attend the daily Mass during Advent (from 1st Dec) as we prepare for Christmas. 

Novena in Preparation for the Parish Feast In preparation for the Parish Feast, we will be having a 

novena to Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, from Friday, December 5th, to Saturday, December 

13th, 2025, immediately following Mass. 

Vinnie’s Feed a Family Appeal Bernadette Tofilau and the team from Vinnie's Auckland Centre will be 

visiting our parish on Saturday, December 6th, and Sunday, December 7th. They will speak after the Vigil 

and Sunday Masses to share information about Vinnie’s mission of feeding families this Christmas. Please 
welcome them and show our support for this noble cause. 

Parish Working Bee  

In preparation for the Parish Feast, save the date Saturday, 6th December, from 

10.30am to 1.30pm Together, We’ll spruce up the church and its surrounds, preparing 

for the parish feast celebrations. Please bring rags, buckets, brooms, gloves, garden 

tools, etc… Your time and energy are greatly appreciated! 

Parish Feast  

We celebrate our Parish Feast of the Immaculate Conception of our Lady on 

Sunday, December 14th. The Feast Day Mass will be at 10:00 a.m. and will 

be presided over by Monsignor David Tonks. All are invited to join the Mass, 

followed by a BBQ and Potluck lunch. Please bring a plate to share. 

Advent Reconciliation will be held on Thursday, December 18th, 

7.00pm. This is an opportunity to receive God’s forgiveness and prepare 
ourselves for Christmas. All are welcome. 

Food bank request It would mean a lot for the receiving food parcels 

something festive to their box this December. Please consider donating a 

Christmas-themed food item (Christmas mince pies, Christmas crackers, cake, 

boxed chocolates, puddings, boxed biscuits etc.). Thank you, for your kindness and generosity. 

 

Kids Korner 

Children’s Liturgy is on this 
Sun. Please encourage your 

kids forward during Mass to 
have their session in the 

Presbytery meeting room!  

   in Gospel activity for your 
kids? Click below: 

* Celebrating Christ, The King 
Solemnity  

* Malachi 3:3  

 

Parish Activities 

To foster community, spiritual 

growth, and shared fellowship, 

please come along to our small 

group activities that we have 

in this parish:- 

Alpha Programme 
Graeme White 

alphaellersliecatholic 
@gmail.com 

Baptism Course (<7yo) 
Graeme White  

Baptism.ICP@gmail.com 

Divine Mercy Novena 
Group – Sheila D'Souza 

celinsheilds@gmail.com 

Faith Sharing Group  
icpellerslie@gmail.com 

Food Bank Delivery  
Lenora Foliaki 

lenorafoliaki@gmail.com 

Marian Mothers Grp  
Anne Casey  

tradebox.annecasey 
@yahoo.co.nz 

Parish History Group 
Claudia Forycki 

cforycki@water.co.nz 

Jnr & Snr Youth Group 
Taiaopo Lafaele  

taiaopo774@gmail.com 

RCI and Sacramental Prog 
Theresa Stowers 
Theresa_Stowers 
@hotmail.com 

Safeguarding Complaints 
Ian Mccombe 

Complains.ICP@gmail.com 

SCRIPTURE FOCUS THIS ADVENT 

You are invited to prepare for Sunday Mass 
by reading and reflecting on the Scripture 
we will hear that weekend. Marist priest Fr 
Frank Bird has for several years been 
helping people make those preparations 
through his Living the Word project. As the 
name suggests, Living the Word is an 
invitation for Catholics and others to allow 
the Word of God to shape their lives. You 
can download the resources, and access 
other rich content, at 
www.livingtheword.org.nz/pray  
Food For Faith for Advent 2025. Daily 
reflections for those seeking greater 
maturity of Christian Faith in preparation for 
Christmas. Sign up to receive daily emails 
during Advent at www.foodforfaith.org.nz. 

Planning to get Married? 

The Auckland 
Catholic Diocese has an 

approved Marriage 
Preparation course for 

couples. Book your course 
early – 1 yr for NZ, 18 mths 

for overseas weddings. 
Register and Book HERE: 

https://www.aucklandcathol
ic.org.nz/discipleship/our-

courses/ 
For more info, contact 

Gerry Gerrys@cda.org.nz 
M:021 0224 7442 

https://www.caringfoundation.org.nz/donate
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Celebrating-CHRIST-the-KING.pdf
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Celebrating-CHRIST-the-KING.pdf
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/MALACHI-3.3.pdf
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/discipleship/our-courses/
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/discipleship/our-courses/
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/discipleship/our-courses/
mailto:Gerrys@cda.org.nz

