
 

 

MASS TIMES 
 

Sunday                  9:00 am  

Sun Vietnamese Community 11:30 am 

Sun Syro- Malabar Comm 7.00 am, 1.45 pm & 
5.30 pm 

Monday   8.00am 

(Liturgy of the Word & Communion)   

Tuesday to Thursday 8.00am 

Friday   9.00am   

Saturday   9.00am 

Saturday Vigil Mass  5.30pm 

Public Holidays  9:00am 

Confession/Reconciliation:  
Saturdays 9.45am onwards or by appointment 
 

SACRAMENTS / DEVOTIONS 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:  
 Fri & Sat 8.00am 

Divine Mercy prayer:  Friday 8.30am         
Rosary:   Saturday 8.30am 

Novena:   Saturday 9.25am  
(Our Lady of Perpetual Help) 

Pastoral Council Chairman: Leonard Casey 

Parish Office Administrator: Bambi Lee 
Phone: 579-5458 
Email: icpellerslie@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Tue to Friday  9:00am -1:00 pm 
Hall Hire: 579-5458 

St. Mary’s Catholic School:  
Principal: Mrs. Sue Kubala  
Website: http://www.stmary.school.nz/ 
Ph: 09-579 8937 
 
 

Parish Priest:  66 Main Highway,  

Fr. Joseph V.J., C.Ss.R  Ellerslie, Auckland NZ 

Assistant Parish Priest:  (09) 579-5458 

Fr. Sijo John, C.Ss.R icpellerslie@gmail.com 

Vietnamese Comm: www.ellersliecatholic.org.nz 

Mr. Tu Ngo 021851746  https://www.facebook.com/icpellerslie 

Last week’s collection (Inc. auto payments) 
$2016.10  

Total Youth  ICP Candle sales $1731.00 

Thank you so much for your generosity. 

Immaculate Conception Parish  

BNZ 02-0108-0706777-00 

Faith in a Time of Confusion 

The Gospel for this Sunday (Luke 21:5-19) addresses the end of the world and 

the destruction of the Temple. Jesus confirms that an end time will come 

when the Son of Man returns as judge, but he stresses that the exact timing 

cannot be known. Instead of answering when the Temple's destruction will 

occur, he warns his disciples about events preceding it, including the rise of 

false prophets, wars, natural disasters, and persecutions. 

While the many tragedies and disasters that occur could easily lead us to 

despair, Jesus viewed these events differently. He presented them as 

opportunities for his disciples to bear witness to him and the Gospel. By 

forewarning them, Jesus was also forearming them. Difficult times—marked 

by darkness, falsehood, hatred, and war—are precisely when the light of 

Christian witness, truth, love, and peace is most needed. Our current era 

provides many such opportunities to witness for Jesus and his kingdom. 

The key to enduring these difficult times lies in several supports. A person is 

greatly strengthened by the conviction that their cause is just and by the 

support of others. However, the best help of all is faith. Faith provides the firm 

conviction that goodness will ultimately triumph and that God will have the 

final say. It is a strange characteristic of faith that it often thrives in adversity, 

sometimes even being born out of it, much like certain resilient wild flowers 

that bloom best on a harsh mountainside. 

The Gospel encourages us not to lose heart in times of difficulty, with Jesus 

urging his disciples, "Do not be frightened." Our faith is not rooted in fragile 

human institutions or structures, which will ultimately fail, but in the enduring 

love and power of God. Jesus concludes, "By your endurance you will gain 

your souls." True faith is proven in suffering and endurance, mirroring Christ's 

own patience on the cross. To endure is to share in Christ's suffering, and in 

sharing his suffering, we are promised a share in his glory. 

McCarthy Flor, New Sunday and holiday liturgies Year C Dominican Publications 2012 

MASS ROSTER 

 
Please refer to the One Drive file for updates and any changes.  

IF you would like to volunteer for Mass, or roster changes, please email Parish Office and Andy 

Tibbitts andytibbittsnz@outlook.com 
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OUR LADY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 

The 33rd Sunday of Ord Time 15 / 16 Nov 2025 

 

The Parish is served by Redemptorist 
Missionaries 

www.cssr.com, www.cssr.org.au 
 

We welcome any visitors and new parishioners to our 
parish. If you would like to register, forms are available 
in the foyer or send an email to icpellerslie@gmail.com 
for the form. 

 

 

 

Mass Readings 

1st Reading:  

Mal 3:19-20: The 

sun of 

righteousness 

will shine on 

you. 

Resp Psalm.  

Ps 97:5-9: R. The 

Lord comes to 

rule the earth 

with justice. 

2nd Reading:  

2 Thess 3:7-12: 

Do not give 

anyone food 

who refuses to 

work. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Lift up your 

heads and see; 

your redemption 

is near at hand. 

Alleluia! (Lk 

21:38) 

Gospel: 

Lk 21:5-19: Your 

endurance will 

win you your life. 

WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 

The bishops of New Zealand have written a pastoral letter to the Catholic community that 

is being read at all Masses this weekend. The letter coincides with the Church's 

commemoration of World Day of the Poor. It invites each person to consider how they can 

listen and respond to those who are in need. It offers some practical ways to live out the 

Christian imperative of charity, and especially in helping Catholic agencies committed to 

supported those who are in need. The letter can be accessed at 

https://catholic.org.nz/resources/ 

 

mailto:icpellerslie@gmail.com
http://www.stmary.school.nz/
mailto:icpellerslie@gmail.com
http://www.ellersliecatholic.org.nz/
mailto:icpellerslie@gmail.com
https://catholic.org.nz/resources/


 

 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:  

Evelyn Leech, Andy Tibbits, Fran Duncan, Dolores Custodio, Margaret Burke, Daniel Bridge, Wilma 
Smith, Catherine Ng, Edward Salvatore Fleming, Lily Chua, Carrie Canapi, Valerian Luis, Joan Luis, 
George Tooman, Gary Chen, Rowena Edgeworth, Alvyne Rose R. Eslava, Connee Robertson, Josie 
Pearson and all those recovering from surgery or needing our prayers. 

We remember those who have died and for all those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

Catherine Swann, Francis Kenny, Fred Mackie, Brian Prendergast, Kathleen O'Connell, Alfred C 
Foljambe, Leila McCleary, Jean Bender, Madge Palmer, Arch Gibson, John Snelgar, Liam Power, 
Dorothy Menezes, Royston Mahapatuna, Aldrich Viju, Arthur Tooman, Dorothy Menezes, Charles 
Hanning, Luka Lovich, Eva Roux De Boisson, Alice Nash, Eric O'Neill, Ellen Malcolm, Remedios 
Romientas, Rose H Turnock, Mary Sigley, Goerge Quensell, Wendy O'Daly, Gladys Meaney, Michal 
Petry, Alejandro Hapas, John Orsulich, Mary Kane, Jack Kane, Edward Doherty their souls and the 
souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace. For additions or amendments, please e-mail the 
Office 

Christmas Cheer to Families in 
Need from Monte Cecilia Housing 

Trust (MCHT) 
This Christmas, Monte Cecilia is working 
to provide Christmas packs for the 
families and they need your help. MCHT 
are seeking donations of children's 
Christmas presents (we prefer gifts 
unwrapped to enabled the parents to 
make choices for their children), and non-
perishable food items to create special 
packs that will bring joy to families living 
in their housing this holiday season. Your 
donation will go directly to making 
Christmas a brighter time for families in 
need. Drop offs can be made at our main 
office (30 Windrush Close, Mangere) 
during office hours (Mon - Thurs, 9am 
to 5pm, Fridays 9am - 4pm).  
We welcome your support in any way you 
can give. If you wish to support us, please 
deliver your donation by Thursday, 5 
December 2025. 
 

St Michael’s Parish Advent Retreat  
Sat| 29 Nov| 9.00-2.15pm| St 

Mary MacKillop Hall (St 

Michael’s School Hall) 
This one-day retreat offers us the 

opportunity to enrich our journey 

through Advent; deepening our 

understanding and exploring the 

mysteries of this sacred season with 

an emphasis on the themes of hope 

& faith, peace, joy & love. Morning 

 tea and a light lunch 

is provided.  Koha 

appreciated. To 

register go to 
https://www.remuerac

atholic.org.nz/advent-

retreat-25 

 

St Patrick’s 

   

 

   

 

  

   

Parish News 

NO Mass on Friday 21st November  Due to Father’s absence mentioned above, there will be NO Mass but 
only Liturgy of the Word at 9am this coming Friday. Thank you to note. 

2026 Sacramental Programme Parent Information session will be held on 30th November after Sunday 

9am Mass. Come along to if you are interested to sign your child up (who is should in Year 5 or older in 2026, we cannot 

accept children any younger). SP Schedule is available on our parish website for your preview and 2026 planning. 

Waterworks on Main Highway 

Effective November 17th, our main street into our church, Main Highway, will undergo roadworks to upgrade a section 

of the water main. The work schedule will be Monday through Saturday, from 7:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and is currently 

expected to take ten weeks to complete. We ask for your understanding during this time. Please note that street parking 

will be reduced, and the driving lanes will be narrower while traffic management is in place. 

Sunday Counters needed We are looking for ONE more counter to assist after Mass. If you are able to dedicate 

one Sunday a month for an extra 30-40 mins, please contact the Parish Office. 

ICP Youth Fundraiser: Scented Jubilee Candles 
Come support our Youth as they fundraise their trip to 2027 South Korean World Youth Day.  

They are selling Soy wax based Rose-Vanilla scented candles in 2 designs at $25 each or $47 

for a set of two. 40 hours burn time. Payments can be made by Cash & EFTPOS after each  

Mass service or online (via https://rb.gy/2jveqi). For any info, email Alekhya alekhyakondaveeti2003@gmail.com 

Working Bee In preparation for the Advent, save the date Saturday 6th 

December, from 10.30am for our bi annual working bee to spruce up our garden, 

polish the brass, clean up our Church pews and windows.  

Bring some cleaning and gardening equipment with you. We appreciate as much 

Kids Korner 

Children’s Liturgy is on this 
Sun. Please encourage your 

kids forward during Mass to 
have their session in the 

Presbytery meeting room!  

Interested in Gospel activity 
for your kids? Click below: 

* The 33rd Sunday of Ord 
Time  

* The U in JesUs 

 

UPCOMING DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

21st Nov  – Liturgy of the Word @ 

9 a.m. (No Mass) 

30th Nov – 1st Sunday of Advent 

6th Dec – Parish Working Bee  

14th Dec – Parish FEAST Day 

18th Dec – Advent Reconciliation @7pm 

 

19th Dec – Community Carol Singing 

TBC 

24th Dec – Family Christmas  

Eve Mass @6.30pm 

Parish Activities 

To foster community, spiritual 

growth, and shared fellowship, 

please come along to our small 

group activities that we have 

in this parish:- 

Alpha Programme 
Graeme White 

alphaellersliecatholic 
@gmail.com 

Baptism Course (<7yo) 
Graeme White  

Baptism.ICP@gmail.com 

Divine Mercy Novena 
Group – Sheila D'Souza 

celinsheilds@gmail.com 

Faith Sharing Group  
icpellerslie@gmail.com 

Food Bank Delivery  
Lenora Foliaki 

lenorafoliaki@gmail.com 

Marian Mothers Grp  
Anne Casey  

tradebox.annecasey 
@yahoo.co.nz 

Parish History Group 
Claudia Forycki 

cforycki@water.co.nz 

Jnr & Snr Youth Group 
Taiaopo Lafaele  

taiaopo774@gmail.com 

RCI and Sacramental Prog 
Theresa Stowers 
Theresa_Stowers 
@hotmail.com 

Safeguarding Complaints 
Ian Mccombe 

Complains.ICP@gmail.com 

Te Kupenga Catholic Theological 
College 

As we draw near the end of the Jubilee 
Year in January 2026, Te Kupenga 

Catholic Theological College is offering its 
last webinar for the year “Reflections on 
Jubilee 2025-Pilgrims of Hope” with Fadi 

Yalda, Lecturer in Biblical Studies.  
This webinar is on Wednesday, 26 Nov 

5:00-6:00pm via Zoom. Fee is $20.  
To register, go to 

www.tekupenga.ac.nz/webinar2025 .   
 

Great Saints of Italy Tour 2026 
Fr Chris Friel from Timaru will lead a two 
week  tour to Italy in May 2026. 
Please contact Pilgrimage Tours Ph 0800 
99 77 88 or www.theTOURcompany.net 
for the full itinerary and price. 

World Day of the Poor 2025: You are my hope 

On Sunday, 16 November, we’ll celebrate the 9th annual World Day of the Poor, a chance for all of us to reflect on how 
we can stand in solidarity with those in need. Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand is committed to empowering communities 
and tackling the root causes of poverty and injustice. We work with partners around the world to create real change and 
help vulnerable communities live with human dignity. As World Day of the Poor 2025 approaches, we encourage 
everyone to consider what they can do, big or small, to make a difference. Whether through prayer, support, or action, 
together we can build a more just and compassionate world. 

Find out more about how you can help eliminate poverty on the Caritas website. 

Planning to get Married? 

The Auckland 
Catholic Diocese has an 

approved Marriage 
Preparation course for 

couples. Book your course 
early – 1 yr for NZ, 18 mths 

for overseas weddings. 
Register and Book HERE: 

https://www.aucklandcathol
ic.org.nz/discipleship/our-

courses/ 
For more info, contact 

Gerry Gerrys@cda.org.nz 
M:021 0224 7442 

Welcome everyone to a time of 

reflection on Pope Leo XIV’s recent 
Apostolic Exhortation to all of us on 

love for the poor, ‘Dilexi Te’. 

Meet on Zoom (date and time 

above) to simply read short passages 

from Pope Leo XIV’s message to all 
of us, and to ponder his words. 

‘Come and See’.  Contact Dianna 
Fouhy, Faith Formation Team, 

Auckland Diocese, to register: 

diannaf@cda.org.nz 

Father Joseph will be away from 16th to 21st November to attend the Auckland Clergy Retreat at St. 

Francis Friary, Hillsborough. Father Thomas will be in charge of the parish during his absence.  

Finally, let's continue to pray for Father Sijo as he travels in India visiting his family and friends. 

 

FOR SALE 
Columban Art calendars - $13.00 

Bible Diaries - $20.00 
Available to purchase from Parish Office 

https://www.remueracatholic.org.nz/advent-retreat-25
https://www.remueracatholic.org.nz/advent-retreat-25
https://www.remueracatholic.org.nz/advent-retreat-25
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https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Celebrating-The-THIRTY-THIRD-SUNDAY-in-OT.pdf
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Celebrating-The-THIRTY-THIRD-SUNDAY-in-OT.pdf
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/THE-U-in-JesUS.pdf
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