
 

 

God's call 

Samuel had been born in response to a mother's prayer. To show 
her thankfulness, his mother dedicated him to the Lord. He had been 
brought up by the priest Eli at the sanctuary of Shiloh. Then one day he 
heard a voice calling him. The youthful Samuel didn't know what to 
make of the voice. So he sought the guidance of the elderly Eli. 
Eventually, convinced that it truly was the voice of God that was calling 
him, Samuel responded, 'Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.!' That 
was how he received the call to be a prophet. He played a big part in the 
building up of Israel. He was the instrument through whom Israel got its 
first kings.  

In the Gospel (John 1: 35-42) we have St John's version of the call of Jesus' first disciples - 
Andrew, John and Peter. Their call came about in a much more down-to-earth way. It came through 
John the Baptist and the invitation of Jesus himself.  

In the two readings we are dealing with a unique and specific call, what is more commonly called 
a vocation. Samuel is being called to the role of prophet, and Andrew and the others to discipleship. 
The initiative is always with God. The 'call' is always His. And every call demands a response. 

God calls us too, in many ways and at many different levels. He called us into life. Throughout 
our lives God continues to call us to a life worthy of our dignity as his children. At death, God will call 
us from this life into eternal life.  

God's call can take many forms and be fulfilled in different ways. It is not likely to be as dramatic 
as was the call of Samuel, or as 'real' as that of the first apostles. Yet God speaks to us in the depths 
of our heart, calling us to intimacy with Himself, and to be His co-workers in the world. Rather than 
a voice, His call is more a tug at our hearts, which we feel at quiet and reflective moments in our 
lives. Sometimes this may make itself felt in a very forceful way. But most times it is likely to be as 
gentle as a breeze.  

The call of Samuel and the call of the first disciples are both relevant for our lives. Just as Samuel 
was called by God to the task of being a prophet, so each of us is called to do some specific work for 
God in the world. And the call of the disciples applies to us too, because at our baptism we were 
called to discipleship. Every vocation is worthy of honour. And every vocation is a call to the fullness 
of love. 
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MASS TIMES 
 

Saturday Vigil    5.30pm 
Sunday   9:00am 
Vietnamese Community 11:30am 
Syro- Malabar Community 2:15pm & 5.00pm  
 

Weekday Masses @ 9.00 am  

(until the 31st Jan 2024) 
 
 

Confession/Reconciliation:  
Saturdays 9.45am onwards or by appointment 
 
Pastoral Council Chairperson: Leonard Casey 
 

 

SACRAMENTS / DEVOTIONS 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:  
 Fri & Sat 8.00am – 9.00am  

Divine Mercy prayer:  Friday 8.30am               
Rosary:  Saturday 8.30am 

Novena:  Saturday 9.25am  
(Our Lady of Perpetual Help) 
 

Parish Office Administrator:  
Bambi Lee 
Ph. 579-5458 
Email: icpellerslie@gmail.com 
 
Office Hours: Tue to Fri: 9:00am -1:00 pm 
Hall Hire: Ph. 579-5458 
 
St. Mary’s Catholic School:  
Website: http://www.stmary.school.nz/ 

 

       The Parish is served by Redemptorist Missionaries 
www.cssr.com, www.cssr.org.au 

 

We welcome any visitors and new parishioners to our parish. If you would like to register, forms are 
available in the foyer or send an email to icpellerslie@gmail.com for the form. 
 

Mass Roster 

 
If you wish like to volunteer on a regularly basis in our Liturgy Committee, please email Parish Office, 

Theresa Stowers theresa_stowers@hotmail.com and Andy Tibbitts andytibbittsnz@outlook.com 

 

As each has received a gift, employ it for one another, as good stewards of God's varied 

grace. 1 Peter 4:10 (RSV) 
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There are no assigned duties in January.

If you are able to assist, 

please contact Theresa Stowers at 

theresa_stowers@hotmail.com. 
Subject title: Volunteering Mass Roster 
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This Sunday’s Readings 

1st Reading: 1 Sam 3:3-10, 19:  

Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening. 

2nd Reading: 1 Cor 6:13-15, 17-20: Your 

bodies are members of the body of Christ. 

Gospel: John 1:35-42: They saw where Jesus 

lived and they stayed with him. 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings 

1st Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10: The Ninevites 

renounced their evil ways. 

2nd Reading: 1 Cor 7:29-31: The world as we 

know it is passing away. 

Gospel: Mk 1:14-20: Repent, and believe the 

Good News. 

   

 

 

2024 NZ Bible Diary  $20.00  
2024 Columban Art Calendars      $12.00  

Are now available to purchase from Parish Office. 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:  

Edward Salvatore Fleming, Lily Chua, Carrie Canapi, Janilyn Novelas, Jumer Cosme, Nigel 
Casey-Poole, Valerian Luis, George Tooman, Joan Luis, Gary Chen, Rowena Edgeworth, Ems 
Pengosro, Alvyne Rose R. Eslava, Connee Robertson, Josie Pearson and all those recovering 
from surgery or needing our prayers. 

We remember those who have died and for all those whose anniversaries occur at this 
time: 

Roy Robertson, Teresa Rigoni, Joy Wells, Rev. Fr. Des Angland, Kathleen M Hall, Manuel 
Fernandes, Effie Fernandes, Kenneth Pinto, Irene Puller, Peter Leonard, Thomas Devonshire, 
Eileen Humpries, Robyn Bailey, Vincent Reilly, John James, Glemmie de Souza, Eileen 
Guthrie, Franciso Lingenco, Margaret Moore, Francis Conway, Joseph Duffy, Annie Cawley, 
William Delany, Margaret Duffin, Bishop John Mackie, Mary K Thoompunkal, Cornelis G 
Portegys (Rees) their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace.  For 
additions or amendments to the Prayers for the Sick or Anniversaries please e-mail the 
Parish Office  

Planning a new years resolution? 
 

Why not consider volunteering at our Parish? 

If you would like to volunteer at Mass Services, 
contact Theresa Stowers 
theresa_stowers@hotmail.com 
 
If you have a passion to grow our children’s 
faith, Reach out to Anne Casey 
tradebox.annecasey@yahoo.co.nz OR Judy 
judymacmen@gmail.com (Sacramental prog) 

 
Or if you would like to help out in other areas 
like music, choir, ushering, altar serving, flower 
arrangement, church cleaning, hospitality or in 
the Alpha programme?  
 
Email the Office and you will be directed to the 
right persons. 
 

Food bank Co-Coordinator wanted 
Anyone still interested to share the role of Food 
bank coordinator with Evelyn in her food bank 
duties.  
Contact Evelyn on 0274 722117 or email 
sandeleech@gmail.com 
 

~UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER~ 

Weekday Masses @ 9.00 am  

(until the 31st Jan 2024) 

29th Jan – Auckland Anniversary (Public Holiday) 

–
–
–
–

 

Parents of Year 5 baptised students can now 
register ONLINE for our parish 2024 
Sacramental programme via our parish 
website:  
https://ellersliecatholic.org.nz/sacramenta-
programme-2021/sacramental-programme/ 

Applications strictly closes on 25th Feb 2024. 

 Check the key dates online (or on info 

Last Sunday’s collection: $535.00 (EXCL. Cash Collection) 
Thank you so much for your kind generosity. Kindly note our bank account details are as below:  

BNZ 02-0108-0706777-00. 

 

Family Home Visits 

To facilitate meaningful connections and offer prayers for families, our parish 

clergy are coordinating visits within the parish.  

Additionally, kindly consider family members who, due to health, age, or 

disability, may be unable to attend Mass. 

Should you wish for a Family Home visit, please contact the parish office at  

(09) 579-5458 during office hours or via email at icpellerslie@gmail.com.  

Your participation is entirely at your discretion, and your cooperation is sincerely 

appreciated. 

Lynda Tunupopo’s Memorial Service 

The Tunupopo family is holding a Memorial 
Service for Lynda Tunupopo, who was a 
beloved ex-Parish Council Chairlady, on WED 
17th Jan 2024 @ 9.30am.  

The Memorial Mass will be held at our church 
and then adjourn to Purewa Cemetery to unveil 
her Headstone. 

For more information, the family can be 
contacted at 021 985156 (Ralph - son)/ 

ralphaelnimo@hotmail.com 
 

Would you like to enhance your parish experience by actively participating in our small group activities, 

fostering community, spiritual growth, and shared fellowship?  

Here are our active groups we have in our parish. Feel free to reach out to the leads below:- 

Faith Sharing Group - Raphael Ng   (ngahthong@gmail.com) 

Marian Mothers Group - Anne Casey   (tradebox.annecasey@yahoo.co.nz) 

Divine Mercy Novena Group - Sheila D'Souza   (celinsheilds@gmail.com) 

Youth Group - Cyrus Jesudas   (cyrusjesudas@gmail.com) 

Alpha Programme - Martin Ng & Graeme White  (drmsng@gmail.com, gwhite@orcon.net.nz) 

Food Bank Delivery- Evelyn Leech   (sandeleech@gmail.com)  

Hospitality (morning tea) helpers always welcome  (icpellerslie@gmail.com) 
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