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Father Walter McDonald arr ived in 

Auckland as a Deacon in 1855 with 

Bishop Pom pallier.  

 

Father was born in County Kilkenny 

on 14 Decem ber 1830.  He 

undertook his theological t raining at  

All Hallows in Dublin. 

 

I nit ially he was responsible for the 

Bay of I slands and the North Shore 

before being appointed Private 

Secretary to Bishop Pom pallier, a 

posit ion he held unt il 1869. 

 

I n 1871 he was appointed 

Adm inist rator of St  Pat r ick’s 

Cathedral, Auckland effect ively 

becom ing Parish Priest  of Auckland.  

This posit ion allowed his persona to 

develop and his talents and 

sym pathic understanding of people 

had the opportunity to develop. 

 

I n 1886 he was t ransferred to the 

eastern seaboard including 

Panm ure and Howick.  Living in 

Panm ure, he t ravelled widely, 

adm inistering to the scat tered 

Catholic fam ilies and whoever was 

in need of support .  His reputat ion 

as the m uch loved Father Walter 

increased enorm ously. 

 

Even fifty years after his death in 

Decem ber 1899, m em orial art icles 

were st ill being writ ten about  his 

achievem ents, his integrity and 

com passion. 

 
 


