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Excerpts from  a book review in the m agazine “N.Z. Mem ories”  June-July 

2005:  
 

“Pat r icia Bart ley tells the history of the Catholic Parish of 

Ellerslie.  She gives a detailed account  of the life of Father 

Walter McDonald in whose m em ory the Church of the 

I m m aculate Concept ion (St  Mary’s)  was built .  
 

We read of great  sacrifice m ade by earlier generat ions – of 

Catholic pr iests t ravelling on horseback to the Fencible 

Set t lem ents of Panm ure and Howick, and of the Sisters of 

the Missions who gave the children of the area a Catholic 

educat ion. 
 

The history recalls detail from  1900 to 2004 and follows 

num erous changes. 
 

Many a hum orous recollect ion is recorded in this well-writ ten 

and well- illust rated history.  A highly recom m ended read, 

especially if you have a connect ion with the Parish of 

Ellerslie.”  


